IN   THE   MYOMBO   FOREST

deforestation, which is now progressing with inexorable
regularity to procure space for plantations.

During the rainy season the forest is full of beautiful
flowers, in whose colouring scarlet-red and indigo-blue
predominate. Their fragrance combines with the stronger
aroma of the tree blossoms to fill the atmosphere with the
peculiar, heavy, chapelle ardente perfume of tropical forests.

Compared with conditions on the high mountain-ranges
of tropical Africa, butterflies and moths are not well
represented in the Shire highlands, owing no doubt to the
presence of enormous quantities of predatory insects, ants,
ichneumon flies, and solitary hunting-wasps, which latter
commandeer every available maggot, larva, and caterpillar,
for their storage of paralytics.

As a compensation for the absence of variety in the
butterflies, the variety and the number of dragon-Hies,
which make their first appearance toward the end of the
rainy season, is remarkable. It may be that their prepon-
derance in number over the moths and butterflies is due to
their aquatic antecedents, which, in their youth, kept them
out of reach of the predators that wage so relentless a war
on the terra-firma insects.

In the colouring, sometimes of the body only, some-
times of both wings and body, these 1$euro-pi em are as
brilliant as any butterfly or moth. In the largest species the
body is a beautiful faded turquoise-green, while the head is
a bright yellow; others are copper-red, both in wing and
body, and others again have a purple body, and two trans-
versal purple stripes on each of their four wings. As the
diaphanous part of these latter is invisible when the insect is
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